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Supporting the Project
The civil war raging in Ethiopia poses imminent danger to the lives of thousands of Ethiopian 
Jews in the camps of Gondar and Adis Ababa who for decades await airlift to Israel and 
reunification with their families. Already facing mortal danger from Covid-19, severe food 
shortages, malnutrition and other harsh living conditions, Ethiopian Jews are more desperate 
than ever to reach Israel.

In an important and historic decision, the State of Israel has recently authorized bringing 
3,000 Ethiopians to Israel and reuniting them with their families. 

Keren Hayesod-UIA asks you to partner with us in this historic, life-saving airlift and 
reunification. Your generous donation* of:

• €555,000 will fund one plane of 250 new immigrants from Ethiopia. 

• €2,220 will airlift one Ethiopian immigrant (and provide nutrition in Ethiopia, pre-Aliyah 
preparation courses, infrastructure for validating and authenticating the Aliyah process, 
flights within Ethiopia, and more).

Together, we can help more Ethiopian Jews to reach their dream of returning to Zion. 

* To be matched by the Government of Israel.



Aliyah from Ethiopia in Recent Years
The recent decision by the Government of Israel to bring 3,000 Ethiopians to Israel is but the latest 
chapter in a long and painful saga.

Aliyah from Ethiopia was virtually non-existent in recent years until August 2016, when the Israeli 
Government passed a resolution for the Family Reunification of the Falash Mura community, allowing 
those who have first-degree relatives in Israel to make aliyah and bring their unmarried children with 
them to Israel. This paved the way for renewed aliyah from Ethiopia. However, the number of people 
allowed to immigrate was still very small until 2020, when the Israeli Government approved the aliyah 
of 400 Falash Mura. This decision came after tremendous public pressure by the Ethiopian community 
in Israel, led by Israel’s first Ethiopian-born Immigration Minister, Tamanu-Shata, who immigrated to 
Israel in 1984 at the age of three.

Unfortunately, this was a small gesture, considering 
the more than 16,000 Falash Mura who applied 
to emigrate to Israel. Due to increasing public 
pressure, the Israeli Government announced a 
decision in December 2020 to raise the number 
of Ethiopian immigrants allowed entry under the 
Family Reunification Program to 2,000, laying the 
foundation for the immediate aliyah of hundreds 
more Ethiopian Jews in an operation known as 
Tzur Yisrael. This decision was especially timely due 
to the extremely harsh living conditions for Jews 
waiting in Ethiopia, which has only worsened due 
to the Coronavirus pandemic. The intensifying civil war in Ethiopia has also played a factor in the 
Israeli Government’s decision to increase the number of new immigrants from Ethiopia and expedite 
the process. 

Operation Tzur Yisrael officially ended on March 11, 2021, after bringing nine flights with a total 2,112 
Ethiopian immigrants to Israel. At the time when the last of the 2,000 Ethiopian new immigrants 
landed in Israel, Jewish Agency Chairman Isaac Herzog said of the operation: “The final Operation 
Tzur Israel flight arrived reuniting countless families after far too many years apart. This is a moment that 
tugs at the heartstrings, reminding us that our mission to bring the remaining members of the community 
waiting to make aliyah is far from over.” 

In August 2021, thanks to the continued leadership of Minister Tamanu-Shata, Israel passed the first 
reading of its first state budget in three years, approving NIS 150 million ($46 million) for immigration 
and settlement, some of which will be earmarked to bring 3,000 Ethiopian immigrants to Israel. 

With this latest airlift, it is estimated that between 5,000-9,000 Falash Mura remaining in Ethiopia may 
also be eligible for aliyah. 

The reunification of Falash Mura who are eligible to make aliyah with their immediate family 
members in Israel remains one of our highest priorities.
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