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SUPPORT THE PROJECT 
Animal therapy is a proven framework to help youth at-risk to overcome many of the complex 
emotional, social and psychological issues that they face. Keren Hayesod invites you to be 
our partner in supporting the Ramat Hadassah Youth Village’s Animal Therapy program 
which is open to all youth who live at the Village. Your generous donation of 150,000 EURO 
will enable 100 youth to benefit from animal therapy, giving them a positive framework to 
overcome trauma and risk factors so that they can develop and thrive.

TURNING RISK TO OPPORTUNITY 
According to the most recent OECD report, Israel’s poverty rate is the highest of all member states. It is 
one of the five countries with the largest gaps between rich and poor with 1,200,000 million children 
currently living below the poverty line; one out of every 3 children. Keren Hayesod-United Israel Appeal 
is committed to improving the situation among Israel's youth at-risk by supporting Jewish Agency 
Youth Villages. One of these villages is the the Jewish Agency's Alexander and Imbi Kofkin Ramat 
Hadassah Szold Youth Village that provides a warm and supportive educational environment to 265 
youth at-risk ages of 13-20. An additional 25 students' study toward 13th and 14th-grade vocational 
training degrees, many of whom are graduates of Ramat Hadassah's high school.

Most of the youth, as well as their veteran Israeli peers, come from severely disadvantaged homes where 
abuse, delinquency, poverty, and violence are common. Approximately two-thirds of the students 
at the Ramat Hadassah are new immigrants, the majority of whom are of Ethiopian origin and from 
Russian speaking countries, with the remaining students being native-born Israelis. Many of them are 
accustomed to failure, are school dropouts and/or were rejected by other academic institutions and 
consequently used to being judged negatively. Youth Villages like Ramat Hadassah are often their last 
chance to integrate into the Israeli educational system, graduate high school and become productive 
members of society.  

ACHIEVING SUCCESS, BOTH INSIDE AND OUTSIDE THE 
CLASSROOM
The team of professionals at Ramat Hadassah consists of educators, social workers, psychologists, 
counsellors and residential staff, who work together to provide individualized and group care for 
students. Each year, they create a tailor-made programme for every student that promotes their social, 
emotional and academic development and empowers them to achieve success both inside and outside 
of the classroom. This includes individually tailored therapy, psychological counselling, tutoring and 
more so that youth can overcome issues such as anxiety, increase their self-confidence and acquire 
life skills to deal with the challenges of adolescence. Above all, the Village empowers youth to restore 
a belief in both themselves and society in general, while increasing their motivation to learn and reach 
their full potential. Other programmes focus on reaching out to parents to strengthen parenting skills 
and develop healthy family relationships that nurture their child’s success.

THE ANIMAL THERAPY CENTRE AND FARM
Adolescence is a period characterized by restlessness, self-doubt, confusion and loneliness. These 
feelings are even heightened among Ramat Hadassah’s students who arrive to the Village with many 
personal challenges. For many students, standard methods of therapy are less suitable and therefore 
Ramat Hadassah developed its Animal Therapy Centre and Farm in 2003 to integrate therapy, education 
and empowerment. Animals give unconditional love, something that a large number of youth at Ramat 



Hadassah do not receive from their parents.  For youth who were victims of emotional or physical 
abuse and lack of a parental figure, animals teach them to be responsible for the life of another being 
who depends on them fully. This process gives youth an opportunity to forge a new perspective on life 
and acquire life skills that will prevent them from repeating their parents’ behaviour in the future when 
they have a family of their own. 

The Animal Therapy Centre and its Farm are a focal point of activities at Ramat Hadassah. Each week, 
190 students spent a few hours at the Animal Therapy Centre and Farm, either working with the animals 
or receiving therapy.  Children who need it receive one-on-one animal therapy at the Centre and many 
students visit the animal farm throughout the day to find peace of mind with the animals. There is also 
an option for students to study for matriculation exams in life sciences and agriculture. 

Its Core Objectives Include:

The animals at the Animal Therapy Centre include 25 chickens, 4 goats, 11 peacocks, 4 sheep, 2 donkeys, 
10 horses, 11 rabbits, 10 reptiles,1  fox, 1 gazelle, many birds, fish, a cat, dogs and a few other animals. 

Since the outbreak of the Coronavirus, the demand for animal therapy and care has increased. This is 
partly because most activities at the Animal Therapy Centre and Petting Zoo take place outdoors where 
it is much easier to follow social distancing and health regulations. In a year plagued by uncertainty 
and increased loneliness, animal therapy also offers a natural and holistic framework for youth to feel 
a sense of belonging. 

The Animal Therapy Centre focuses on four key areas:

•   Therapy - mental and emotional rehabilitation, building trust, improving communication skills, 
strengthening one’s self-image and developing a sense of self-worth; 

•   Education - teaching about team-work and responsibility, developing leadership skills and social 
responsibility;

•  Learning - formal and informal education activities that help youth acquire skills for learning and 
independent thought, improve their ability to concentrate and learn, as well as study towards 
matriculation in life sciences and horse-riding; 

•   Work-Toil Values - teach students how to work with the land, nature and animals and develop a 
sense of belonging to the Village and their natural surroundings. 

Helping students build 
resilience, relieve 
stress, overcome 
feelings of isolation 

and improve social 
skills through 
therapeutic 
recreational 

activities.

Facilitating a sense of calm 
in the life of each child, with an 
aim toward decreasing violent 
behavior, encouraging patience 

and tolerance, developing 
health relationships and 
improving their ability to 
cooperate and listen.

Bolstering students’ 
confidence and self-
image while allowing 
them to personify their 

emotions through 
interaction with 
the animals.

Nurturing feelings 
of success, security, 
trust, satisfaction and 
enjoyment among the 

youngsters, while 
helping them deal 
with their fears and 

traumas. 

Assisting therapists 
in diagnosing each 
child’s emotional and 
mental state.    



One of the Animal Therapy Centre’s proven therapy models is equestrian therapy, which continues 
to be a major factor in the success of many students, both outside and inside the classroom. Each 
week, 50 students take part in horseback riding therapy. There is also an option for students to study to 
become a horse-riding instructor which gives graduates a sizeable advantage if they choose to pursue 
a professional career in the horse industry, either as instructors or as stable managers.

The Animal Therapy Centre also offers a Dog Trainer Programme and Kennel which serves as a place for 
youth to heal, rehabilitate and train dogs who were abandoned. Students are responsible for creating 
a training plan for each dog and for maintaining the centre 24-7. Many of the dogs are ultimately 
adopted by families in the local community. Each student who completes the programme receives a 
certificate as a licensed dog trainer. 



For further information please contact your local Keren Hayesod - UIA emissary or Projects Department:  
48 King George St. P.O.B 7583, Jerusalem 91074, Israel. 

Tel. +972-2-670-1836 | Fax.+972-2-670-1928 | info@khuia.org | www.kh-uia.org.il |    Join us on Facebook

 'A TRANSFORMATIVE MOMENT' 
Tamar is a sweet but fragile 17-year-old -- the second of four siblings who grew up in a violent and 
abusive household. 

Soon after Tamar was referred to the Ramat Hadassah Educational Youth Village four years ago, staff 
members noticed her extreme shyness and fear of interacting with others. She would not talk about 
herself or her family. On the rare occasion Tamar mustered the courage to utter a few words, she 
would start to convulse. On occasion she would have emotional, angry outbursts.  “We needed to 
get through to this wonderful child,” recalled her therapist. “That’s when we introduced her to Rexi.”

Tamar’s interactions with the brown Labrador retriever -- a therapeutic dog utilized by the Village’s 
trained animal-assisted therapy staff – would produce transformative results.   

“We have seen tremendous changes in Tamar’s behavior and in her social interaction,” added her 
therapist.  “Tamar’s self-image and self-confidence have improved markedly.  Today, she is a popular 
student leader who earned a certificate of excellence. Animal-assisted therapy helped trigger Tamar’s 
breakthrough.” 


